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Francophile policy, now that the reign of terror in France had
given place to a more reasonable course. The Elector in Munich
became increasingly weak, both mentally and physically:
Maximilian implored him to adopt a pro-Prussian rather than a
pro-Austrian policy. Karl Theodor, however, could not detach
himself from the latter country although he complained more
than ever about his wife. 'I assure you/ he wrote to Count
Seilern, If she were not a member of such a distinguished family
I should have sent her back long ago/ The Electress, meanwhile,
declared to everyone who would listen that she was the most
unhappy of women.1

In the autumn of 1798, Karl Theodor joined the Second
Coalition against France. He placed his army under the command
of the Imperial Generals, and in so doing virtually handed
over his country. That seemed to be the last step in the long
apprehended incorporation of Bavaria into Austria. Then Higher
Powers intervened. On 12th February, 1799, Karl Theodor had
a stroke. He lingered a few days longer, and it was significant
that the entire population of Munich and of Bavaria feared lest
he should recover. But on the afternoon of i6th February
the sovereign died. When the heralds proclaimed his successor,
the Duke of Zweibriicken, under the title of Elector Maximilian IV
Joseph, the joy was so great that the Austrian Minister,
Count Seilern, described it as 'unseemly'.2

Thus, at the age of forty-three, Ludwig's father became
Elector in Bavaria. The new Elector had great natural wisdom
and unbounded kindness, he was interested and well versed in
military matters, but was no Statesman in the real meaning of
that word. The direction of affairs, therefore, passed naturally
to the most capable man in his entourage, Freiherr Maximilian
Joseph von Montgelas. Montgelas was a calculating, moderate,
sensible man; he spoke excellent French and imperfect German,
and shared his royal master's liking for France. At his very first
audience the new Elector informed the French Minister3:
'Your country has no more loyal friend than myself. I was
brought up in France, and I beg you to look upon me as a
Frenchman/ These somewhat exaggerated words, which were
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